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EH A~ FXf#E H.E. Ambasador Mrs. Deepa Gopalan Wadhwa

AMBASSADOR OF INDIA
TR BT TG

Message

| am very happy to learn that the 18" Indo-Japan Student Conference
was successfully organised in Japan from 4-14 October, 2014 and that the
organizers of the Conference are publishing a report on the activities
undertaken jointly by the students from India and Japan focused on
education, welfare and environment issues.

It was my pleasure to welcome and have a wide-ranging interaction
with the students during their visit to the Indian Embassy on 14 October.
Student exchanges can play a key role in strengthening the bonds between
our two nations. JISC has contributed significantly in promoting mutual
understanding and friendship between Indian and Japanese students over the
years and | am very grateful for the efforts of both the organisers and the
students.

| extend my best wishes to JISC for their future activities.

Tokyo Deepa Gopalan Wadhwa
30 October 2014 Ambassador of India to Japan

Embassy of India, 2-2-11 Kudan Minami, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102 0074
Telephone : +81-3-3265-5036 Fax : +81-3-3262-2301;Email: pstoamb @ indembassy-tokyo.gov.in
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ABK AOTS DOSOKAI Chairman Mr. M. R. Ranganathan

At the outset, myself, and other members of ABK AOTS
DOSOKAI want to thank you and JISC for your continued
cooperation with us for the successful implementation of JISC
Programme. This the second time student from Chennai could
make a trip to Japan and Interact with JISC student Community.

With the current changing Global equation when two of the
Asian Countries Japan and India have become closer in areas of
Industry, Economy and a good growth of Japanese learners, the
JISC's cooperative Role is very vital to grow the future Industry
and Economy leaders with Passion and love for each other's
country and their People.

The returned Students very happy that they could meet you all
Understand the cultural and social life through living with the

families and interacting with you all.

Thank you very much and request your cooperation in the years
to come also.
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Rabinder N. Malik, Ph.D.
Visiting Lecturer, Keio University

Former Executive Officer, United Nations University

It gives me great pleasure to send my warmest greetings on the
successful completion of the 18th Japan-India Students’ Conference.
I would like to congratulate the Japanese students who organized
this year’s program that included conference and meetings,
cultural exchanges, visits to Japanese companies and NGOs, home
stays and sightseeing. I have no doubt that it has been a rewarding
experience for the Indian students who joined this year’s
conference and visited Japan.

As a long-term Indian resident of Japan, I am personally very
happy to be associated with the Japan-India Students’ Conference,
which brings together students from Japan and India on an
annual basis, either in India or Japan. It provides the students
from both countries an excellent opportunity to get acquainted
with the culture and traditions of each other’s country and it
1improves their intercultural competence.

As young people of today are the leaders of tomorrow, such
interaction between the students of Japan and India has long-term
benefits and contributes greatly to promoting friendship and
cooperation between the peoples of our two countries.

I am glad that this year the Discover India Club (DIC) was also
associated with this excellent program.

I wish continued success for the Japan India Students’
Conference.
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Kolkata Students

Siddhesh Gooptu(President) : Jadavur University

Ayan Mitra(Head of Academics) : Jadavur University
Aaleya Chanda(Communicator) : Culcutta University
Ayantika Saha(Head of Culture) : Culcutta University
Diana Benerjee(Joint Editor) : Sikkim Manipel University
Madhubarna Dhar(Editor) : SSS St.Xaviers University

Rik Bhatta(Head of Event Management) : Goeka college of commerce and
business administration

Smaran Basu(Head of Publications) : Southsity college

Chennai Students

Akshaya Narayanan : S.S.S.Jain college

Coimbatore Students

Anitha Jai(President) : Psgr Krishmmal college for women
Nivedha Ashok : PSG Institute of Management

Senthilvel Mandharachalam : PSG Institute of Management
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MNYC : ENeA Y ey

RLARHEVERE Y —

(The National Institution for Youth Education)

Date Place Morning Afternoon Accommodations

Fri Oct 3rd Tokyo Arrangements for receiving Receive Indian members NYCC%)

Sat Oct 4th Tokyo Arrangements for Opening Ceremony Opening Ceremony NYC

Sun Oct 5th Tokyo Leaving NYC Cultural exchange Yamada Ohashi
camp lodge village

Mon Oct 6th Tokyo Cultural Exchange Conferencel Yamada Ohashi
camp lodge village

Tue Oct 7th Tokyo, Saitama | Leaving Discussion with high school students | NYC

Wed Oct 8th Tokyo Conference2 Fieldwork, Dinner with businessman | NYC

Thu Oct 9th Chiba Visiting a kindergarten Cultural experience NYC

Fri Oct 10th Tokyo Conference3 Homestay Homestay

Sat Oct 11th Tokyo Sightseeing NYC

Sun Oct 12th | Tokyo Sightseeing NYC

Mon Oct 13th | Tokyo Sightseeing NYC

Tue Oct 14th Tokyo Courtesy Visit to Embassy of India, Tokyo | Closing Ceremony NYC

Wed Oct 15th | Tokyo Departure of Chennai members Departure of Kolkata members
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Poverty in India & Japan: A Comparitive Study
The question of class inequalities (and the causes behind it) is one that | have long been

interested in. Although a student of English Literature, | nonetheless felt an impulse to
attempt to understand the reasons behind a problem that has a long and troubled history
in my own country, and one that has slowly been on the rise in Japan. After all, poverty
does not merely leave an economic impact, but a social and political one as well — one
that affects each and every strata of society.

Within this presentation, | explored the various causes of Poverty in India, ranging from
the political and economic policies of bad governance and exploitation of poor workers
by the powerful, to the social problems of globalization and overpopulation. Then, |
took a look at some of the effects of this problem in my country, especially its effect
upon women and children, and how the cyclical nature of Poverty gets strengthened the
longer it is allowed to run unchecked. Finally, I mentioned some of the solutions and
initiatives taken by the Indian government as well as NGOs in order to tackle this
problem.

I then turned to the question of poverty in Japan. Although it is a popular misconception
that Japan is a country that does not have a serious disparity within its economic classes,
| attempted to show that with the recent market fluctuations and economic policies, the
number of poor and lower-class people are on the rise within Japan — causing the
country to fall into debt. Despite lack of media coverage, it became clear that this was a
problem that was to get worse if left unattended, and would require intervention on the
part of the Japanese government. We discussed the difference in perception of poverty
between Japanese and Indian people, and how becoming desensitized to poverty in fact
makes it worse.

Finally, I touched on the requirement of a large-scale coordinated effort on a global
scale to combat this problem. I stressed particularly upon the beneficial role university
students can play in this effort, as they have both the time and energy to devote to this
project without yet having to face the pressure of earning a living.
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Social Welfare — ‘Animal Welfare’

We were divided into three groups according to our table topic discussions
which were ‘Social Welfare’ , ‘Education’ and ‘Natural Environment’. I was
under the table of ‘Social Welfare’ whose members were Siddhesh Gooptu,
Ayantika Saha, Anitha Jai, Yurie Yasufuku, Hinako Machida, and myself. My
presentation was about ‘Animal Welfare’. I feel very strongly about animal
rights and I have a pet at home so I thought that this would be a presentation

which would have my heart in it.

I discussed about what Animal Welfare is and how the standard of
Animal Welfare varies in every country. I also explained the problem of street
dogs in India ; the problems we as human beings face and the problems they
face. Then I tried to explain the relationship between human needs and
animal welfare in this context and how both are important for the
development of a nation as a whole. I had also added a detailed description of
the Animal Welfare Board of India and the laws against Animal Cruelty in
our country. The role of NGOs was a significant part of my presentation since
the popularity of NGOs is on the rise in India right now. I also put forward
the problem of endangered species and why animal conservation was
important. I spoke about some of the campaigns in India ranging from
Prevention of the Caging of Birds to Project Tiger. I briefly described the
recent problem of the Elephant Corridors as well. I wrapped up my
presentation with a conclusion about what we as citizens can do for the
betterment of animals and the present status of Animal Welfare in India.
“The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be judged by the way

its animals are treated.” — Mahatma Gandhi.
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Difference between Japanese wedding and Indian wedding

Japanese wedding

The Betrothal Ceremony-In this ceremony exchange of gifts between bride
and grooms families. The gifts are Konbu, folding fan. Money around $5000

tucked in envelops called Shugi Buburo.

Sake Sharing Ceremony- Cultural sake sharing ceremony at the wedding 1s

called san-san- kudos which means ‘three sets of three sips of equal mine’

Honouring The Parents- Japanese wedding take some time to acknowledge
the parents of bride and groom. In some wedding the couple offers bouquets
of flower, a toast, personal letter of love and thanks which is the best way to

honor their parents.

Speeches In The Wedding- Wedding speeches and blessings are very
important. Family, friends, colleagues, teachers stand up at one point to

wish the couple.

Gifts For The Guests- The bride spends huge amount of money for the gifts.
Japanese chopsticks, folding fan, sake cups are just a sampling of Japanese

heritage gifts that are offered to wedding guests.

Indian wedding

Vara Satkaarah- Reception of bridegroom and his kinsmen at the entrance

gate of wedding hall where the officiating priests chants a few mantras and
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brides mother blesses the groom with rice and trefoil and applies tilak of

vermillion and turmeric powder.

Madhuparka ceremony- Reception of the bridegroom at the altar and

bestowing of presents by bride’s father.

Kanya Dan-The bride’s father gives away his daughter to the groom amidst

the chanting of sacred mantras.

Vivah-Homa-The sacred fire ceremony ascertaining all auspicious

undertaking are begun in an atmosphere of purity and spirituality.

Pani Grahan-Groom takes the right hand of the bride in his left hand and

accepts her as his lawfully wedded wife.

Shila Arohan"The mother of bride assists her to step on a slab and

counsels her to prepare herself for a new life.

Laja Homah- Puffed rice offered as oblations into the sacred fire by the bride
while keeping the palms of her hands over those of groom. Her brother
pours grain into her hands saying “This grain I spill may it bring to me
wellbeing and unite you to me. May Agni hears us.”He asks the bride to spill
the grain in fire saying “This woman Scattering Grain into the fire, prays.

Blessings On my husband and may my Relatives be prosperous.

Saptapadi- Marriage knot symbolized by tying one end of the grooms scarf
with bride’s dress. Then they take seven steps representing nourishment,
strength, prosperity, happiness, progeny, long life, harmony and

understanding respectively.

Pari karma /mangal fera- The couple circles the sacred fire seven times.
This aspect of the ceremony legalizes the Marriage according to the Hindu

Marriage Act as well as custom.

Mangal sutra dharana- This is the typing up of a thread, which contains the

marks of Vishnu or Shiva around the bride’s and groom’s neck.
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Suhaag and Sindhoordana- The groom puts a red Powder in the bride’s hair

to symbolize that she is married.

Abhishek- Sprinkling of water, meditating on the sun and the pole star.

Anna Praashan-'The couple makes food offering into the fire then feed a

morsel of food to each other expressing mutual love and affection.
Aashirvadah- Benediction by elders.

EXCHANGING VOWS-Most culture and religions have a specific set of
sacred vows that the Bride and groom are expected to Pledge each other.
Even when couples write their own vows or alter the provided scripts most
marriage oaths Involve promises of loyalty, respect, support and

Unconditional love.

Love knows no boundaries. And once again a marriage that took place in
Erode on Wednesday 27th august 2014 has turned out to be a proof for the
fact that love conquered all differences including language, religion and

nationalities.

The couple got married in June 2005 and now they are one of the

successful couples of inter-culture marriage.

I congratulate anyone pursuing relationships that Cross religious and
cultural barriers for being brave and adventurous. Its amazing how religion
and One’s culture can define our world and ourselves into religion of their

own.

Marriages mixed by race, religion Or culture are on the rises as a
Cosmopolitan spirit lends them a Tolerant climate. Of those variations,

those mixed by faith are the most Challenging.

This is very interesting because different culture and different religion with

unconditional love.
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WELFARE OF CHILDERN AND OLD AGED IN INDIA

In the 18" JAPAN INDIA STUDENT CONFERENCE held in Tokyo, | presented the
problems faced by children and old aged people in India. As a developing country,
India’s economy is not as stabilized as Japan is. So the population of people below
poverty line suffers the economic instability of India. The children below poverty line
are not able to afford for education which is the only solution to raise the standard of
family. Thus we witness 1 million out of 21 million babies born every year in India are
abandoned soon after their birth due to different socio-economic reasons and a large
number of children die every year due to various diseases like malnutrition and water
borne diseases. Also a large number of these children are sexually abused in India. They
cannot voice out their problems unless they have enough money to take legal actions.
Child labor has become a very common thing that one could find small children
working in petty shops and at places where it is hazardous to even adults. Also the
elderly people who are above 60yrs of age suffer greatly India due to inadequate care.
This problem is seen in Japan as well. In India the old aged people more often live alone
without job security which leads them to poverty and death. India has the second largest
elderly (60+) population in the world. Over 73% of them are illiterate and many are
below poverty line. About 90% of the old people have no official security ie. Without
PF, Gratuity and Pension. Many suffer from one or more chronic diseases like CHD,
Cancer and HT. there are specialized hospitals and doctors for women and children, but
there is very less GERIATRIC facility in India. There is only one hospital in Chennai
that gives post-graduation in geriatric medicine. In spite of the various government and
non-governmental organizations which work for the welfare of the abandoned children
and old aged people, the problems are still persistent. The welfare organization needs to
work efficiently for the wel-being of all citizens in India. Thus my presentation focused
on raising issues and a few solutions which can uplift the standard of Indian people.
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Global warming and its effects

Global warmingis the observed century-scale rise in the average
temperature of Earth's climate system.Since 1971, 90% of the increased
energy has been stored in the oceans, mostly in the 0 to 700m region.Despite
the oceans' dominant role in energy storage, the term "global warming" is also
used to refer to increases in average temperature of the air and sea at Farth's
surface.Since the early 20th century, the global air and sea surface
temperature has increased about 0.8 °C (1.4 °F), with about two-thirds of the
increase occurring since 1980.Each of the last three decades has been
successively warmer at the Earth's surface than any preceding decade since
1850.

The effects of global warming are the environmental and social changes
caused (directly or indirectly) by human emissions of greenhouse gases. There
1s a scientific consensus that climate change is occurring, and that human
activities are the primary driver. Many impacts of climate change have
already been observed, including glacier retreat. Changes in the timing of
seasonal events (e.g. earlier flowering of plants), and changes in agricultural
productivity.

Future effects of climate change will vary depending on climate change
policies and social development. The two main policies to address climate
change are reducing human greenhouse gas emissions (climate change

mitigation) and adapting to the impacts of climate change.
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Near-term climate change policies could significantly affect long-term
climate change impacts. Stringent mitigation policies might be able to limit
global warming (in 2100) to around 2 °C or below, relative to pre-industrial
levels. Without mitigation, increased energy demand and extensive use
of fossil fuels might lead to global warming of around 4 °C. Higher
magnitudes of global warming would be more difficult to adapt to and would
increase the risk of negative impacts. (Diana Banerjee)

The Effects and Prevention of Global Warming

I had my presentation on the first day; my topic and Diana’s
topic were interrelated so after her it was my turn. In my
presentation we talked about how the rise in temperature and rise
in water level is affecting the earth and us.

We also talked about the different reasons the global warming
1s happening and how the activities of us humans is affecting the
nature. We then talked about how to prevent global warming, we
talked about stopping the use of fossil fuels and using renewable
sources of energy ,we talked about how changing a few of our
habits can help us fight against global warming. (by Smaran Basu)
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DROUGHT

Drought is an extended period when a region receives a deficiency in its

water supply, whether atmospheric, surface or ground water. A drought can

last for months or years, or may be declared after as few as 15 days.
Generally, this occurs when a region receives consistently below average
precipitation. It can have a substantial impact on the ecosystem and
agriculture of the affected region. Although droughts can persist for several
years, even a short, intense drought can cause significant damage and harm

to the local economy. Prolonged droughts have caused mass migrations and

humanitarian crises.

Many plant species, such as those in the family Cactaceae or cacti, have
adaptations such as reduced leaf area and waxy cuticles to enhance their
ability to tolerate drought. Some others survive dry periods as buried seeds.
Semi-permanent drought produces arid biomes such as deserts and

grasslands. Most arid ecosystems have inherently low productivity.

Periods of droughts can have significant environmental, agricultural, health,
economic and social consequences. The effect varies according to vulnerability.
For example, subsistence farmers are more likely to migrate during drought
because they do not have alternative food sources. Areas with populations
that depend on as a major food source are more vulnerable to famine.

Drought can also reduce water quality, because lower water flows reduce
dilution of pollutants and increase contamination of remaining water sources.
Common consequences of drought include:

e Diminished crop growth or yield productions and carrying capacity for
Livestock
e Dust bowls, themselves a sign of erosion, which further erode the

landscape
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e Dust storms, when drought hits an area suffering from desertification
and erosion

e Famine due to lack of water for irrigation

o Habitat damage, affecting both terrestrial and aquatic wildlife

e Hunger, drought provides too little water to support food crops.

e Malnutrition, dehydration and related diseases

e Mass migration, resulting in internal displacement and international
refugees

e Reduced electricity production due to reduced water flow through
hydroelectric dams.Shortages of water for industrial users

e Snake migration, which results in snakebites. Social unrest

e War over natural resources, including water and food

o Wildfires, such as Australian bushfires, are more common during

times of drought and even death of people

As a drought persists, the conditions surrounding it gradually worsen and its
impact on the local population gradually increases. People tend to define

droughts in three main way.

1.Metrological drought is brought about when there is a prolonged
period with less than average precipitation. Meteorological drought usually
precedes the other kinds of drought.

2.Agricultural droughts are droughts that affect crop production or
the ecology of the range. This condition can also arise independently from any
change in precipitation levels when soil conditions and erosion triggered by
poorly planned agricultural endeavors cause a shortfall in water available to
the crops. However, in a traditional drought, it is caused by an extended
period of below average precipitation.

3.Hydrological drought is brought about when the water reserves
available in sources such as aquifers, lakes and reservoirs fall below the
statistical average. Hydrological drought tends to show up more slowly
because it involves stored water that is used but not replenished. Like an
agricultural drought, this can be triggered by more than just a loss of rainfall.
For instance, Kazakhstan was recently awarded a large amount of money by
the World Bank to restore water that had been diverted to other nations from

the Aral Sea under Soviet rule. Similar circumstances also place their largest
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lake, Balkhash, at risk of completely drying out.
Strategies for drought protection, mitigation or relief include:

e Dams - many dams and their associated reservoirs supply additional
water in times of drought.

e Cloud seeding - a form of intentional weather modification to induce
rainfall. Desalination - of sea water for irrigation or consumption.

e Drought monitoring - Continuous observation of rainfall levels and
comparisons with current usage levels can help prevent man-made
drought. For instance, analysis of water usage in Yemen has revealed
that their water table (underground water level) is put at grave risk
by over-use to fertilize their Khat crop. Careful monitoring of
moisture levels can also help predict increased risk for wildfires,
using such metrics as the Keetch-Byram Drought Index[19 or Palmer
Drought Index.

o Land use - Carefully planned crop rotation can help to minimize
erosion and allow farmers to plant less water-dependent crops in
drier years.

e Outdoor water-use restriction - Regulating the use of sprinklers,
hoses or buckets on outdoor plants, filling pools, and other water-
intensive home maintenance tasks.

o Rainwater harvesting - Collection and storage of rainwater from roofs
or other suitable catchments.

« Recycled water - Former wastewater (sewage) that has been treated
and purified for reuse.

o Transvasement - Building canals or redirecting rivers as massive

attempts at irrigation in drought-prone areas.

78


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Balkhash
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dam
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cloud_seeding
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Desalination
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yemen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Water_table
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khat
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Keetch-Byram_Drought_Index
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Keetch-Byram_Drought_Index
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palmer_Drought_Index
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palmer_Drought_Index
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crop_rotation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Erosion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Outdoor_water-use_restriction
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rainwater_harvesting
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Recycled_water
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transvasement
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irrigation

AFGHANISTAN JAMMU & KASHMIR

W Srinagar

. HIMACHAL PRADESH
'-"5l CHINA

WES Agartaa LW Aizawl
BENGALTRipjRA MIZORAM

Soutia

ADS

ARABIAN SEA
Diu™y

DADRA & NAGAR HAVELLY Bfbanestmara BANGLADESHY myanmaRr
bbbtz (BURMA) L\ THAILAND

" National Capital L
eral

= State Capital BAY OF BENGAL
GoA Bangdard AMDHRA
*  Union Territory Paruji - PRADESH
rely & KARMATAKA . s
’ Chenna -
Moderately Affacted '*- Madk a=) *RePori Blair
# 5 oD HERR W PONDICHERRY o
Map ot to Scale Kavarsttic  pune TAMILNADU ANDAMAN & NICOBAR ISLANDS
S LA KSHADWEEP (INDIA] -
BT TV R o
k2
Thiruw ananthapuram SRINLAN KA . ﬁ . q

Japan India relationship has been into new path because of the visit of our
prime minister Narendra modi to japan months before. In japan there is often
a natural disaster because of over rainfall where as in India we lack in rainfall.
Several lack of farmers commit suicide because of drought. 50 percent of
Indians are involved in agriculture. So japan can help us doing agriculture

with your modern technology.
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This presentation was aimed at an overview of the Primary Education
system in India, and its advantages and disadvantages. The education system
in India is divided into the public (federal, state or locally funded) and the
private sectors. The medium of instruction is English, Hindi, or other state
languages. India boasts of literacy rates as high as 93% (in Kerala), but
conversely also sees rates as low as 63% (in Bihar). However, since the
enforcement of the Right to Education (RTE) Act in 2010, the rate of

enrollment has risen amongst 6 to 14 year olds.

The RTE Act provides for the right of children to free and compulsory
education till completion of elementary education in a neighborhood school.
It clarifies that ‘compulsory education’ means obligation of the appropriate
government to provide free elementary education and ensure compulsory
admission, attendance and completion of elementary education to every child
in the six to fourteen age group. ‘Free’ means that no child shall be liable to
pay any kind of fee or charges or expenses which may prevent him or her from
pursuing and completing elementary education. It makes provisions for a
non-admitted child to be admitted to an age appropriate class. It specifies the
duties and responsibilities of appropriate Governments, local authority and
parents in providing free and compulsory education, and sharing of financial

and other responsibilities between the Central and State Governments.

The most sought after schools in the country are Private schools, with good
infrastructure, modern methods of teaching, more national and international
exposure o the students. However, these schools are expensive and not
accessible to most of the population. Army schools across the country, with
much of the same facilities, are however, only accessible to the wards of those

in the army.
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In a situation like this, the most affordable schools in the country are
Government schools. However, more often than not, there is a lack of proper
funds, infrastructure, and a dearth of teachers. The problems faced by the
Indian education system is the lack of funding, shortage of teachers (of over
500,000 countrywide), when they are available, they are not qualified enough,
and there are still over eight million primary school children out of school.

The problems arise from the fact that India has a growing economy that
cannot yet fully support its growing young population.

Achieving complete or even near-complete literacy rates in India is a

Utopian dream and so an immediate conclusion could not be reached but it

was unanimously agreed that such topics need discussion and awareness.
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My topic for the table discussion was on education and my presentation
focused on zeal, difficulties and a case study.

In India students living in the rural areas have to cover large distances to
reach there schools and sometimes it becomes a great challenge and difficulty
for them as sometimes they have to cross rivers and narrow bridges and may
cause a serious injury to themselves. My presentation highlighted the fact
that these small children from the rural areas overcome all the difficulties
and reach there schools in order to receive education. The case study was a
crucial part of my presentation as it elaborated my points and improved my
explaination .The case study was focused on a village and its main motive was
to improve the mindsets of the people and to encourage them to send their
children to attend schools.I used many pictures in my presentation to make
it more interesting and to convey my message to the members. In my
presentation i talked about the various resources used in to spread education
such as books, videos, the internet and various pictures. The main difficulty
which 1 spoke about was transportation as the students had to face many

problems in reaching there schools.
The case study proved to be very effective as it helped the Japanese

members to understand my presentation and thus the conference for me was

a grand success.
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Pressure in education system

Pressure in education system is a serious issue in India. Indian Education
system has been facing a lot of problems for the last 3 decades and has also
been increasing in a rapid rate. The pressure is becoming very difficult for the
students to handle, and there are also cases of student suicides which have
been reported due to the pressure. Indian students are forced to study for a
lot of tests and examinations which are conducted on almost weekly, monthly,
quarterly, half yearly and annual basis due to which students do not have any
personal time or time to improve their extra curricular skills. There is yet
another serious issue in the education system where students do not get equal
education as there are privately and publicly run schools which follow
different levels and patterns of syllabus, and also the focus on theory and not
practice. Schools and parents these days want students to score much higher
grades than the normal capacity of the students, due to which the students
are made to attend extra classes in schools and coaching classes after school
to score much higher marks because of which less importance is given to what
1s being taught to the students. Indian education system needs to consider all
these to reduce the pressure and make learning more fun for children.
Learning happens only when there is application of knowledge and practice
of what is being taught, discussing such issues in a program like JISC has
given both the Indian and Japanese students insights about problems faced

1n our countries and also what can be our contribution to issues like these.
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EDUCATION SYSTEM IN INDIA

. Before the british rule

. After the britishers entry

. Present scenario

. Focus shifted to theory rather than practice

. Schools aiming at high scores in marks

. Pressure on students

. Declining concentration in extra-curricular activities

The Indian education system was totally different before the Britishers
entered India.we had the Gurukul system which was the residential type of
school, where the teachers and students often lived together in the same
house. The teaching methodology was totally different. Students were
groomed in such a way that they were competent in various lively martial
arts. After the Britishers entry, slowly this way of education changed.
Presently we follow the exam pattern, where the students are evaluated
based on their scores in their exams. Because of this the students approach
towards education differs. They study to fetch more scores in their exams
rather than learning to be educated. Even the schools and parents are
training the students to focus on scoring marks in their exams instead to
learn something with practical applications. This increases pressure among
the students as they are further proceeded to the next level of education or
work based on their final marks. A stress is imparted on them where all the
other extra- curricular activities are given less priorities when it comes to
scoring marks. Still modifications in the education system is happening from
year to year.and some schools are trying to bring out practical learning
rather than theory as a result of analysis in the education structure and for

the students development.
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O AKEEP-FBHZBHE 5724 X2 ME?
@ HAARTEHSEBEHETRICASTWDEHEDE?
@ HARTEN=ZLi1T?

L@ AARASTEARHIZ?

: O Even though I loved all the

: events, the one I loved the most
was the camping! The log cabins E“
were so amazing and it was really
nice to be able to stay with

everyone.

@ 1 love the clothes I bought at
Harajuku. But if I have to pick a
souvenir then it would be the
Daruma doll T bought.

@ 1 was surprised by the technology.

@ 1 thought everyone in Tokyo was
well dressed! And everywhere we
went during our stay people were
so interested in learning about
our country. They were very

warm and welcoming.
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: O Camping
o @ Chocolate

*
c-----------.

@ Everyone was following the rules!
@  Very helpful!

Ishan

D River side camping

R LLEET T

@ Japanese Sake ‘."‘
@ Cleanliness, punctuality, and peace
@ Hospitality is super. e e s e s e annnn s,
Senthil : O For me harajuku and shibuya was
S | the most impressive part and
RS eating tempura at Sky Tree.
.;."’ @ I loved the bonsai sake and some

. accessories that I got.

©

I was surprised as to how
everyone could keep up time and

be punctual all the time.

Japanese people are the most
sweetest people you can ever meet.
And I'm sure they will be your

friends for life.

Nivedha

®
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©

Going to country side and host

house.

Flllllllll.\
g

S)

Chocolates o

©

Almost everything. People's humble
attitude, common umbrella, ofuro,

dustbins, etc.

®

Amazing people. Very humble,

respectful, kind and so sincere

Anitha

E NN NN NSNS SN EENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE,

(D The best part of my experience is
the culture exchange
@ 1 like those hand fans and small

fancy purses

©

I was really surprised when I
heard there is no fear of robbery in
Japan

On the whole Japanese people are

amazing in their hospitality and

technology

@ Fieldwork

®

Akshaya

eummmmmmua®

@ Clothes and chocolates. I dint buy

anything else.

@ I was surprised by the level of
technology and development in the

country. It was amazing.

@ People in Japan are very kind,

caring, humble and hospitable.

Rik

O
(o)}
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D The event that impressed me was not

only one..... I was lucky enough because I
got many new friends like you all. You all
took too much care of us. That impressed
me a lot. I really enjoyed the stay in the
countryside. The performances in the
opening ceremony. There is everything
that impressed me at every step I spent

in Japan.

I bought a lot of things for Japan and I
liked everything I bought.

Surprising or not but I was impressed by

everything.....

The Japanese people are every nice,
polite. They are very good. Each and
every people who even don’t know us
greeted us everyday in NYC. The roads of
Japan are very clean. The transport
system there is well managed. The
Japanese people are very much punctual.

whom I met there.. Ayantika
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(D The visit to the high school was
the best

SummmmmmmEny

@ The wind chime and the sensu

@ No, it was everything imagined it
to be

@ They are very kind, nice helpful,
hardworking, punctual, and I love

their sense of hospitality

Mdhubarna
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Kolkata Siddhesh Gooptu

When I had originally decided to go to Japan, I was honestly
not sure of what to expect. It was certainly a completely new
landscape, yet one that I somehow felt that I had an inherent
connection with. Whether it was reading about Japan in books
and ‘manga’, or watching famous Japanese movies and ‘anime’,
there was clearly some form of inherent fascination that had
subconsciously worked upon my intellect. Whereas my
participation in the previous year’s conference had been limited
to that of a co-member, it was nonetheless an eye-opening
experience 1n every sense. To be given the opportunity to travel to
the country and experience it first-hand was clearly one that I
could not pass up.

It would perhaps not be remiss to say that being chosen as the
President of the Kolkata delegation of the 18th Japan-India
Students’ Conference 2014 was in equal parts a gift and a
responsibility: While, on the one hand, it was truly a privilege to
be picked out of the all the candidates for such an honorable
position; at the same time, the weight of the history of this
conference (18 years in making) and the greater history of India-
Japan relations was keenly felt at every juncture of this journey.
Even as I was raring with anticipation at the chance of exploring
a completely new land and its society, my mind would remind me
of the burden I had taken upon my shoulders, one that would
Impact me in more ways than it is possible to express through
words.

As an individual, I had always been more interested in the
apparent differences between people rather than their
similarities, and similarly in this conference I wanted to interact
with Japanese students to learn about their society, the way they
thought and appreciated the world around them, and in turn to
introduce them to our worldviews and societies. Yet this cultural
dialogue was only possible because of the hospitality of our
Japanese co-members. Whether it was the graciousness with
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which the entire Japanese delegation hosted us and patiently
attended to our every request, or the way in which they
industriously prepared for every possible occurrence with
remarkable efficiency, it was a wonderful feeling to witness first-
hand the dedication they put behind every work they did, no
matter how great or small.

In conclusion, all I would like to mention is that despite the table
discussions and the sight-seeing and all our other activities, what
I will ultimately always cherish will be the bonds of genuine
friendship that have been created in the short span of this
conference. Even as the trip came to an end and our feet were
headed homewards again, a part of our hearts and minds will
always remain in Japan, in the care of our newly made friends.

131



Madhubarna Dhar

I have always wanted to go to Japan since I was 11-years-old.I was
fascinated by Anime and Manga throughout my childhood which led me to
take a really good decision, that was to get myself enrolled into Japanese. So
when I got the opportunity to go to Tokyo for the 18th Indo-Japan Students’
Conference, it was like a dream come true. I grabbed the opportunity
without thinking twice.

When I landed in Haneda International, I first got a taste of what the
Japanese mean by hospitality as they welcomed and greeted us like we were
one of their own. I loved our trip to the countryside where we stayed together
in a wooden lodge. We cooked and ate our meals together like one big happy
family. It took me a little while to get used to Japanese food but now that I
have returned to my country, I actually miss it. I still remember the taste of
the Crepes in Harajuku, it was extremely delicious. Getting used to the
Japanese bath system and sleeping in a Futon were memorable experiences.
I still miss the streets of Harajuku and Akihabara where I felt like all that I
had seen or read about when I was a child had come to life and was right
before my eyes. For me, the visit to the High School and the interaction with
the students was a lot of fun as it reminded me of my school which I had left
behind recently. We were lucky enough to have been able to witness a
traditional Japanese Tea Ceremony in the High School. I really enjoyed the
Cultural Exchange when the Indian side dressed up in kimonos and the
Japanese side wore sarees. I wish I could go back to the moments when I saw
the Tokyo Skytree, the Bullet Train and the Sensoji in Asakusa. We discussed,
debated and exchanged our views during the conferences which was the most
important reason why we were there. I hope to inculcate within myself the
values that the people there have taught me. We all had become attached with
the Japanese students who took care of us so well for the past 13 days for
which none of us got homesick even for a second. I hope I can improve my

language skills further and I long to go back to Japan someday.
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Smaran Basu

My experience in this year’s JISC was awesome. I made many

new friends, saw the many cultures’ of Japan, Isaw the popular
anime and manga culture of Japan that people always talk about
and even saw the fashion in Japan I also tried Japanese food and
loved it! This entire experience was very beautiful.
While coming to Japan I was a bit tense because I did not speak
Japanese but after I came I saw that everyone in the Japanese
team and the people we interacted with were so kind and
understanding.

Among the many memorable experiences my favorite few are
the stay at the log village in the country side where we/l had so
much fun. We cooked together in the countryside, and we partied
together also, and the visit to the car museum and the Tokyo
skytree visit and the home stay, etc... I was really happy and
enjoyed so much that I would like to come to Japan again if I ever
get the chance and I would like to thank each and every one of the
Japan members for making my Japan visit such a memorable
experience that will stay with me forever!
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Aaleya Chanda

I was enchanted with Japan from the moment I landed at the Haneda
airport. The days following it only had me more and more excited to discover
as much as possible in the short time we had.

Camping was was interesting experience, where we bonded with the members
from both the countries and may have not gotten as close if it had not been
for it. Cooking, fireworks, long walks and so much more was packed into a
span of merely two days. Sight seeing at Harajuku and Akihabara were my
favorites. I might not have gotten bored had I gone there every day. I must
thank the Japanese members for taking us there so many times. The crépes
will never be forgotten!

The table discussions were a good opportunity to understand the thoughts,
opinions and views of the Japanese members. The discussions at times got
heated but that was only because everyone had a different opinion. Similarly,
the school visit helped us gain an insight into the minds of Japanese school
students. It was heartwarming to see that students, no matter from which
country have the same hopes, dreams and worries. The kindergarten was a
pleasure to be at. Playing and eating with the children really made me feel
nostalgic and miss my own school days. The children were quite good at the
games and definitely had more energy than us.

Japan was a series of firsts for me. From dying my hair blue with chalk, to
eating 'butadon' at Akihabara, every moment was as enjoyable as the next.
For someone who preferred eating only vegetables at home, I have now come
to long for the day I eat 'butadon' again! Even the ofuro, which was initially
slightly daunting, became the best part of the day.

I consider myself truly lucky to have participated in the 18th Japan India
Students' Conference. Tokyo for me was a land of wonders and if Japan has
been a dream for me since I was eight, then JISC was a dream come true. I
cannot forget to thank Nagahama sensei, the Japanese members who took
care of us from the day we landed and our own members who made this trip

an unforgettable experience for me. I wish we could do this over. Thank you.




Ayantika Saha

Japan 1s one of the developed countries of the world and I being a
Geography student is my opportunity that I went to Japan. It was like a
dream comes true. I was a part of the 18th Japan India Student’s Conference
for which I feel myself very lucky. In the opening ceremony held at Bunkyo
Civic Centre the Indian & the Japanese members introduced themselves. I
loved the video presented by the Japanese members and I hope everyone has
liked our dance. We went to countryside and stayed at Yamada Ohashi in log
village. The approaching typhoon made the experiences more exciting. We all
cooked together which was again a great experience. The first conference held
in the lodge itself. We stayed at NYC for our whole trip. Next we went to visit
Kyoei High School which is in Kasukabe. On that morning we have another
presentation. Then for the field work we went to NEET. That night we went
to an Indian restaurant in Harajuku. Then we went to a kinder garden where
we interacted with many of the kids who greeted us by saying Namaste. Then
the next day we went to the oldest temple Asakusa, Tokyo sky tree and it
ended with homestay. For me the home stay was quiet interesting because I
met a Japanese pop star at NYC’s parking slot while we were with Yukari san
as that pop star’s daughter was Yukari sans son Koga’s friend. Then I went
to a traditional Japanese festival on the way to her home. Then at night we
slept on futon. For sightseeing we also went to Akhihabara and Harajuku.
Then on the last day we completed all our table discussions. In the closing
ceremony we realized that we can’t stay in Japan anymore. It was the end of
our trip. We taught the Japanese members some Indian greetings and they
taught us Japanese greetings. Ofuro was a good experience for me and even
I got addicted to it. After returning from Japan I am trying to maintain the
things which I learnt there. The two countries have a long distance but there

are similarities in culture. I'm in hope that one day I will again go to Japan..
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Diana Banerjee

EXPERIENCE OF THE JAPAN TRIP—

Visiting Japan was one of the best experiences of my life. I was one
of the members from India in the Japan trip. We were received
well by the Japanese members at the airport, from there on our
trip started with fun and excitement. We went to countryside; the
house was traditional Japanese style. We made our own food,
where we could see an exchange of food culture among us. Then
started the conference, the main purpose of us going there. Each
and every group shared their presentation and thoughts about a
particular topic. The whole conference went in a smooth and
healthy way. We visited high school and kinder garten where we
saw the future of Japan. We interacted with the students and took
their views about various topics. We did many sightseeing went to
Akihabara, car museum, Harajuku and many other places. The
whole trip was full of fun and enjoyment filled. We made many
friends there. They were many good and friendly. We shared many
personal and professional feeling with them enjoyed everything
about this trip with will always be in my heart forever.
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Rik Bhatta

The day finally came when we were supposed to leave for Japan
and I was very excited. Japan is a country I wanted to visit since I
was a child as I was always impressed by the rich cultural heritage
of the country and especially the food. We reached Haneda airport
on 4th October and were warmly greeted by the Japanese
members. The next twelve days were the most memorable days in
my life as I got to the chance to learn so much. The most important
thing for me in this trip was the fieldwork, the high school visit
and our visit to the kindergarten. The fieldwork gave me a chance
to see how a huge company like Benesse operates and it gave me
a chance to put up a good discussion with the company members.
The high school visit and the kindergarten was very memorable as
it gave me the opportunity to experience the life of the students in
Japan and also to understand the methods of teaching. The main
purpose of our visit which was the Conference was managed very
well and the discussions were notable and helpful. We also got the
opportunity to visit some of the famous places in Tokyo such as
Asakusa, Akihabara, Harajuku and The Tokyo Sky Tree and
finally we saw The Bullet train. I got the opportunity to walk
through the compartments of the train and it was something
which 1 would remember for the rest of my life. The opening and
the closing ceremony was a grand success and the Japanese
members had put up a great effort to make this conference a grand
success. Our trip eventually came to an end and it was really tough
to say a goodbye to the Japanese members as in the last twelve
days we had become a part of a family. I would definitely love to
visit Japan again in the future and I am looking forward to our
next conference.
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Chennai Akshaya Narayanan

I deem it a great privilege to be a member of the 18th Japan
India student conference. Those 10 days memories and experience
in Tokyo (4th -14th October) is to be treasured and cherished for
my life. I also learned a lot of this trip. Regarding my topic
“Education” it was really good to exchange our views and know
how Japanese education system differed from India. The
kindergarten children were so cute and I turned as a kid when I
played with them.it was really surprising to see high school kids
cleaning their classrooms after their class hours. During our field
trip to Benesse, we had a meeting with Japanese business men
and we came to know about their good views in the Indian
education system. Then the interesting part was culture exchange
and home stay.my desire to take picture wearing a kimono dress
came true and it was such a fun filled day. The site seeing was full
of entertainment Japanese students greeted us really well with
hospitality. I salute japan and JISC students for their punctuality
and kindness. Thank you so much for making my trip a memorable
one and I really miss you all badly! But I hope to see you all in
India soon! Arigato gozaimashita!
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Coimbatore Nivedha Ashok

Japan and India has always shared a special bond and special
love for each other, and being a part of the 18th JISC has given
both Indian and Japanese students the opportunity to share this
special bond and love. I would first of all like to thank all my
Japanese friends for making this happen. The 10 day trip has been
amazing and very close to my heart, which I am going to cherish
all my life. Being a part of this program has not only given me good
memories but best friends for life. I still remember when the
program started how shy we were to even talk to each other and
ask anything that we wanted, but by the end of 10 days when we
had to leave we had tears in our eyes and dint want to leave each
other. All the Japanese members have been so humble, so kind and
so helpful to me, that I don't know how I would replicate the same
to you all. I am back in India now and it’s almost been a month
now and I still can’t stop telling my friends and family about how
sweet you all have been to me. All that I can do is only request you
to give me an opportunity to show you how much you all mean to
me. Each time I think of JISC I have a zillion memories that bring
a small smile on my lips and a little tears of joy in my eyes and 1
say to myself "will I not get a chance to go back to Japan and re-
live those 10 days?" Thank you all once again, Stay blessed!!
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Senthilvel mandharachalam

When I was selected to be the part of 18th Jisc I was excited. I got more

excited after the visit of our prime minisiter Modi to Japan. So I thought
Japan is going to be good friend of India. So I started studying Japanese
language.
Next to say about our stay in Tokyo was very excellent. Our Japanese friends
Yurie, Sakina, Shoko, Hinako, Akira and Seita san took care of us and we
never felt that we are in foreign country. It was like staying in our own country.
Next the important thing is conference. The conference sometime became
more controversial and there was very serious discussions. Our group topic
was Natural environment. Along with Shoko san and Seita san we visited the
science museum where we studied a lot about Japanese natural disasters and
many other things about environment.

We went for a camping in country side which was best part of our conference.
Indians side prepared our dishes and Japanese side prepared their dishes and
we exchanged. We had a lot of fun and experience during the country side
camp.

Next I want to mention about our visit to high school. We presented and
discussed with students of high school. The school students are really highly
talented at their young age.

We also visited the kindergarten and played with children there. It was like
remembering our childhood days.

I wanted to thank Nagahama sensei, and our Japanese friends especially
Yurie san, Shoko san, Sakina san, Hinako san, Seita san and Akira san for
making this trip unforgettable. We learnt many things such as cleanliness,
punctuality and hospitality from japan which was lesson for our life.

Even Modi started "SWACCH BHARAT" clean India campaign on seeing the
cleanliness of japan. After I returned to India I am taking part in this clean
India program on seeing Japan. Again I wish to thank Japan and our
Japanese friends...
With regards.
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Anitha Jai

| visited Japan during October, 2014 for the 18™ JAPAN INDIA STUDENT
CONFERENCE. | stayed in Tokyo for 10 days and it is truly the most memorable
experiences of my life. We were warmly welcomed by Yurie Yusufuku and Akira san.
Then we were taken to our lodge from where | met the president Hinako Machida. One
thing I noticed about these Japanese people was their warmth in nature. They respect and
treat people so well which as an Indian | wish to learn from them. The next day was the
orientation and | met 2 other members, Sakina Inoue and Shoko Ubara. | heard Sakina
telling she did not sleep the whole night. Then I understood how seriously Japanese
people work and their sincerity towards their commitment. Japanese people taught me so
many things the entire 10days. Their kindness and active involvement towards their work
impressed me a lot. Their humble nature and respect for people is something | wish to
learn from them. Such highly disciplined people are always successful in their efforts. |
learnt a lot about their life style and culture. They patiently cleared all our doubts. 1
troubled them by getting lost in the train one day. | feel sorry for troubling Suzuki san
especially on that day. They took us to different places like Shinjuku, Harajuku, Shibuya,
Sky tree tower, country side, high school, Indian embassy, shopping etc. They helped and
guided us so kindly throughout. In the country side we stayed for 2 days. They took best
care of us by cooking for us. | was amazed to see the Japanese life style wherein they use
3 dustbins, eat dinner before 7pm, students cleaning their class room, people waiting in
queue patiently everywhere. These are the things which I do not see in India. | really want
to make my country as clean as Japan. | was admiring the way shop keepers treated their
customers. | was surprised to see that there is no theft in Japan. It’s the safest country that
I know of. Once | missed my belonging in station but it was not stolen by anybody. It was
safely in the same place where I left. On the final day they made lot gifts and presents for
us which we thoroughly cherish always. | really wish to do my further studies in Japan
and take back all the values to my country. The bond that we share with Japanese girls is
truly genuine and | am waiting to see them all in India soon so that I can show my
gratitude towards them. Thanks to the founder of JISC and all the members of this year
for making the trip very memorable for us.
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