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President from the Student of Inida Anusha Baner jee

The 23" India Japan Students’ Conference, held in Tokyo, has been one step among
st many in strengthening the relationship between India and Japan— two countries w
ho have shared a rich history rooted in strong cultural ties.

The theme of this year’ s conference was “Education and Moral Values” - somethin
g all of us are well-acquainted with, being students ourselves. Even though the t
erms education and moral values are intimately associated with one another, we of
ten forget that having a fancy degree is not all-inclusive; good morals are, per s
e, the result of a good education. The table discussions held during this year’ s
conference explored and debated on various methods by which moral values could be
incorporated into children. We also visited Tokyo University to delve further int
o the topic of education in Japan.

The India Japan Students’ Conference has not only been a platform for thoughts a
nd ideas, but also of culture and lifestyles. This year’ s conference saw a multi
tude of cultural exchanges— starting from a Kabuki experience to cooking Japanese
food, and visiting an artificial onsen, to home visits and kimono—wearing session
s. We also visited a temple dedicated to Shri Subhash Chandra Bose on his death a
nniversary. This enlightened us on the richness of the history shared between Ind

ia and Japan even further.

Althroughout the conference, the members of both the Japan and India side worked h
ard. On behalf of the members of IJSC, I’ d like to heartily thank the members of
JISC for taking care of us during our time in Japan. We’ d also like to thank Nig

am sensei and Partho-san for giving us this golden opportunity.

To be a part of the 23™ India—Japan Students’ Conference as the President of suc
h a dynamic team, I am eternally grateful. The experience has been nothing less t
han a life—changing one— something which has given more clarity to all our dreams
and pushed us to strive towards it. As another conference comes to a close, we lo
ok forward to hosting the Japanese members next year in hope that it will reinfor
ce our bond further and lead to even better experiences.

Finally, to all members: BFENFRTLT- !
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Embassy of India
2-2-11 Kudan Minami, Chiyoda-ku
Tokyo 102 0074

Message

| note with great pleasure the successful completion of the 23™ Japan-
India Student Conference (JISC) organised in Japan from 12-22 August 2019
and that the organizers are bringing out a report to reflect on the valuable
inputs obtained during the interactions.

2. | am sure that the friendships forged and the experiences gained during
the 23rd JISC will contribute to furthering mutual understanding and friendship
among the participants besides broadening their global view to cultivate the
spirit of ‘global citizens'.

3. Inrecent past as well as in near future, a large number of talented young
Indians visited / shall visit Japan under various frameworks such as student
exchanges for short & long term courses / trainings, Technical Internship
Training Programme, etc. This is and will lead to further strengthen the
relations between India and Japan. JISC has also been contributing to this
process.

4. | take this opportunity to convey best wishes to the JISC, its members,
its organisers and all the participants.

/
Tokyo s m( "
10 October 2019 (Sanjay Kumar Verma)

Telephone: +81-3-3265-5036 ; Fax: +81-3-3262-2301 ; E-mail: amb.tokyo@mea.gov.in ; amboffice.tokyo@mea.gov.in
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The venue for discussion was the National Youth Olympic Memorial Centre. A total
of 18 students participated in the discussion, including both Indian and Japanese

students.
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The topic of discussion was the case study of a school lesson in Fukuoka, Japa
n. Kouji Manabe teaches his students the importance of life through the method of

“the raising, dissecting, and then the eating of chicken” . It is an endeavor to
raise awareness and to draw attention to the high rates of bullying and suicides
in the Japanese society. Each child is given an egg to raise into a chicken-which
they would have to put down and consume by saying [\W/=72% %3] (itadakimasu).
It was an educational video of twenty minutes. Many of us were left poignant seei

ng the students in the school crying during the last class.

After watching the video, everyone divided into groups of four to discuss about
the case. We were given a paper and some pens to write our views and opinion on.
Everyone wrote points, drew diagrams and became creative with it. Each group pres
ented their paper with their opinions on the topic. All opinions were appreciated

and heavily applauded.

The next stage was the debate, whose topic was “Is this lesson effective and s
ufficient to handle the situation at hand?” . The room was divided into two group
s for “for the notion” and “against the notion” . But since there was not much
time left the debate had to be rescheduled to the next table discussion. However,
each group wrote down their arguments and rebuttals in preparation for the next d

ay.

Amey-san and Shibasaki-san also joined for the discussion. Amey-san is a teache
r and from University of Tsukuba. Shibasaki-san is an acquaintance of Amey-san an
d she introduced the Prema Metta School to us.Prema Metta School is an officially
approved elementary school in Bodhgaya, India. The school was established in 2006
and is successfully helping underprivileged children acquire education. They prov
ide children with everything they need for education such as textbooks, uniforms,
activities and food. Shibasaki—san encouraged us to visit the school and voluntee
r in teaching, preparing food, etc. We wish their effort is in great success and

we wish to visit the school soon.
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The venue for the table discussion was Yotsuya Civic Center. A total of 13 stud
ents participated the discussion. The discussion was a continuation of the last o
ne where it left off. It was a debate on “Is this lesson effective and sufficien
t to handle the situation at hand?” . Everyone divided into two groups which were

“for the notion” and “against the notion” . Everyone used notes of the previou

s day as reference.
[HEXEIR] DR

1. First hand experience is more valuable than stories and experiences.

2. Hardships build the character of a person.

3. The children tried their best bringing up the chicks leaving no compromise
S.

4, Gives meaning to [W/=7Z&F¥9 | in the grand scale of nature and food cha

in.
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The lecture was worth understanding the importance of life. We cannot see the s
cene of killing chicken in usual lives. Through the experience that bring up chic
ken and killing by themselves, I think we could appreciate food and also all of t
hings which supported our lives. Without knowing, we cannot realize the value of
them. Not only hearing the story, but they did, brought up and killed, so it will

be more impressive experience for students.

Also, the lecture has an effect on the students to think about their life again
and it is a good chance to consider the importance of life before becoming mother
or father, too. Bullying or abortion has increased recently, and it becomes one o
f the serious social problems in Japan. So, this will be a one of a chance to thi

nk about importance of life.

Some people might say, it is guilty to kill the chicken by themselves. In the b
eginning of lecture, the face of students observed the chicken curiously. After f
ew days, their face or attitude changed to more relieved. They would love the chi
cken, gradually. The chicken is alive and the same living thing as us. However, e
ven if the students hadn’ t killed the chicken, other people, clerk of chicken sh
op, would kill them, in this case. So, we can say it was responsible for taking c
are of the chicken until the end. We might not carry out this lecture entire nati
on, but even if some school don’ t have the chance, it needs to look for other wa

vs. That will be one method to solve the serious social problems in Japan, too.

To sum up, I think this lecture deepen understanding of importance of life and
gives students many studies, such as what is to be adults, friendships, and appre

ciation for usual live and good for students to learn life, and should be spread.

TRORIR] DB R

1. It is a gruesome experiment against animals-concept of “betrayal” toward
s the chicken.

2. Not effective or as accessible in urban or metropolitan cities.

3. Might induce trauma in children.

4. Not effective in dealing with mental health issues like suicide and bullyi

ng.
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Though [#yMD#E | had some posstive messages uppon students who were given fir
st-hand experiences of taking the lives of their own chickens, it was still diffi
cult to fully associate with the teacher’ s plan. The big question is whether thi
s class was committed towards the importance of life or to realize how valuable
oods were. Many people thought this could have been a dangerous development, of c
ourse, because it could have potentially confuse the students about some crucial
human elements and eventually the scale of what they are working on. Here the deb

ate has to be changed.

It was pretty clear that the teacher was trying to teach the importance of life
by letting the students to be parents. Not offering the students a piece of siege
d advice of how to take care of their childs and how to correspond actions with o
thers to become better parents, those young parents learn a few. By the time they
had to decide whether to slaughter their chickens, many students lost control and
cried of fear and guilt. I hesitate to use the word “traumatic” but this it is.
Something sudden happens and it rocks your world. Those who volunteered to execut
e their loved chickens also hesitated to face the end of the lives of their chick
en and students looked around for their friends to calm them down. In this sense
that class was much more focused to have an impact upon the students’ minds. The
questions is whether we want to stay that way. It was alright but It sure was a ¢

ostly like gambling.

Other options seemed to have been ignored for most of the students were shocked
and crying to death confronting such act of slaughtering. We have a good supply o
f means to get first hand exploration into the importance of life. Suicide phone
line is one among others. Another can be giving the learners to attend hospitals
of chronic patients. Better or worse the least we could do at classes is to infer
important lessons and not life—truing experiences. We may be able to benefit from

big experiences but cannot compromise worst hand—on experience with good classes.
F=E

1. For urban cities, we can look into therapy and self-help.
2. Taking students to suicide prevention centers and talking with the counsel

ors as to how they assist individuals with mental health issues.
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We are so excited that we were able to welcome Indian students to Japan (Tokyo)
and there are many reasons why the bilateral ties among students are becoming imp
ortant these days. The number of Indians in Japan has been increasing. The increa
se in number can be felt daily as the amount of international students at respect
ive universities, the number of the times India being referred to in lectures and
seminars, just named a few reminds students of their increasing importance. Along
with students, Indian workers can now be seen in various business occasions besid
es Curry restaurants that we have long imagined where Indians belong in Japan. Wi
th this in mind, the desire of the Japan India Student Conference is to provide a
table where students can create their own dialogue through discussing on topics o
f international and individual importance. Relations between Japan and India is e
xpected to get stronger, and the more stable the head of each countries are, the
more willing the people of both countries get along. And the more people recogniz
e the importance of partnership and relationship between these two countries, the
more JISC receives expectations and anticipations. In this sense, the Japan organ
izing team is very excited to take this responsibility and get the Conference und

erway

In the next section, we explore how our cultural exchange activities alignes wi
th what we have work on in classrooms. In the attempt to prevent our time and eff
ort spent on the tabledicsuiion to be considered done for the sake of academia, t
his section where we try to apply our understanidng of the importance of ligfe in

to our owns.

42



10. [ T&E) WO A0 RHEE]
1. FAEEE

BiX, MERFEEZBR L ONDHERTFED 1 OTHY, RET TR, FHEFESCR
G, VEERE, A 2AE»D, FEOMERCEEDIR LS LA TEEY, £/, H
AT, WEEFEZITIOFEROEL, F—LATHATHIEREEHITOTEY, FEDKD
BWEEHELZYTIRVESTT, ASFTIX. BAROEMOBANDL, A#E, ZLT
EEIZETHETERRLTCLH S 2L T, BRADEIYLEEME, LBV DREIYLDE
WEBEML, XFETHILEENLELTRY, RETHIHFTLVRVEYLEMESTE D
EOBHELE, £, AEB 0TS T LTI, EUOEMICRELEERE, di
PAEAELEZR LD LN TEERATLE, EZTAHLTHLRELORAEZRKLTHDL
2B5EIT, A—R—IlREE), BMEERLTRELIANPDBITIZEICLEL
oo TRE%., BAROFRCERMPBPRICAY, BLELLTEsTRo7EA TV FAXAUA
—bWVWE L7, SEIOFEEFENS 625 BAIYE~DBELRLEBEIULEMBDO & o 3T Lz
V. BENFE->TH, FELKAIZ, BAHEOFEORIZZR20b LvEtA, REEE
IZRHF, RESBEEIZE XD LTI, AUVAA—AHORRICED T DTIEAR
<. BHICFEY . B2 TV 2 & b EAUMEEFCEBERTEO—2>TH D LRVET, HiT
REMRPLEAID, — O THEL OFHRALREZHM > TUI LW EERNVET,

2.  KNILFBERWE

RILFRBEWFEICITS . LEICL [ZARBRRIER-oTH0D] LEPhD, &A1
WROHE, BEWVBIBICY T EB— g Lb— AN D YBETIX MRARRE 2EETD
FEMNESNT28TE LTHIG L ZVOE Ly, LA LSRR EITFRREES
PHRBERY ETRENERBELD S LS ICHBL, HONEACL S F5K5 [JAPA
NI 284t L T<h 2 KLFRRYFEICIIOL 2 8§ 5 ETREIRMA03 5 5226 Lt
(S

KILFRRYFEIITHDBRDEF — 7 IZ LIZIRRIKEETH D, BREMWRETRONIT 72
o e L BITEFOV—EABRNREA D, BEICIIFRELIRATHY, iHzEF
— 7 LIENEPBRHINTWDS, BRE2H5 LEEPHZERTEY ., BIEBHTICITES)
RS DD, MEICOONT == ITHINPDLIE, BERLMUS, LILKIL
FIRRYREISHERR A 2T EMU LICDERE 2 — 225 5,

43



FRAARTHEZV, DL RBEHETA V FASINEED— AR—BIEN LM%
WAL, ENETTIIMRY 2WEAS LBV, ZOHBZE - RITHMITANDS HD
BFEEDFICET LT EHIT TSN, WEITES ITWARADRIBITENZE-< D
T, Bo BARICKEZAELPBWVWEVHEELETH T RSV, 55,

L TIXRD X RWVWAERNE OREERDZ D, TURKILFRRYFEE., THEHI T
ICRDEWIE THERDL LW B,V FAZBRFTHZLTUI T LTS AL U FA
EEIXELIEDEoT, LALENLV S, AV FALBARADESZRESELN D
SThbholz,

3. F—ALETY

ASEIF—LETy NEEZEBLEBENIX, 1 FARERAARD [FiE) YbLOKER
2952 ¢7Eo%k, LMrLZOERICIX, AARO—BRFEOCEDL LLAEEE, BlETo
BfRME, RT3 &E Hn e Wolz, Y FEF TR UFOULER T, L VEL AL HE
BLTLLIBRLH T,

ZAREDOEEG L. £ FAZAESLPSLARF—LE Yy NZBML, FFKEZHML
Teo FIEBROBERE GITNT AT T, FRRA—LE Yy MNEEXOREY ., ThEE
ST-EBRBIEB LN, BEE AARDOILDBENEZATL LA,

A RFEVzE, TFE 2ME0 bREICTHRERDH B, FikE RBIZHT THD
H DXV, HE - BR»SHEKDOWMEFEICHZ > T, FEOREIT/RE L., £ FAIXFE
BB LZRATTORIELZEET D, TOX I RFENODENVTR— I BH B0,
BB OBNB LEL T/ —ANE, Th#IZ, 1 ¥ FOFKIXE THRWBTHIZh
TW5b, —F, BARTE, —FMETCRI P IA—FD X 5 e Tit# - ZH#EFRNS—
REITH o723, ReRBELIONT ERK] P TER, BERO— L LTiE, B
ROFZEEPBLZIZEBNOMIL L, BREVRAHENOFEHEZAE L TEZI BB X
bivd, BRIEZ2-722 T, BAROFEEBRIILANCHERSTHEMLIZEECDH
5, AICRICEARBL G, FEBNTANTTRESR LD A CWHOBEEL AL
X ER, R BbBRNTISWENOBBICE L K ET o, FERLTHL—EDERERM %
BFoTEWRELTWS, LERST, 4 FORKBEOFHOKET HESE 28T 5
&, TOBNCEET S, BE. BARICIIBEFERED X ORMBECRENRZE 4 HD, L L,
—REREIIRAZDZA YV FTH, BRIFEOKEOOEPETEHP20MEEZHELTW
b, TNETNRVWEEBWENSH S0, YLOBEN LI X5 & IEFICHRE,

HEETHOLNAEFEL, BRERELZRT S5 FTHLEATHL 2 LRy, &
BHA v FORREIZHBIEEEZR2V,

44



~BNA ' FNFAEDBE~
O5ERRE
Members: Ratula and Koyel

On the 18th of August, 2019, my friend and team mate Koyel Mukherjee and I were
privileged to be hosted by the Imazumi family for a home visit, as a part of the

23rd India—Japan Student Conference being held in Tokyo.

The Imazumi family was gracious enough to arrive till the place we were living
at to pick us up. They seemed extremely approachable and friendly from the first
meeting itself, and told us that it will take about an hour to reach till their p
lace. The walk with them during our ride in train was also extremely interesting
as Mr. Imazumi was a law student himself, and with whom I resonated a lot being a
law student myself. The view through the train till their house was extremely pic
turesque as well as their house lied in the outskirts of Tokyo, in Fuchu. Whilst
looking at tiny houses, we arrived to their apartment, which gave a very minimali

st and neat vibe.

On reaching, Mrs. Imazumi told us that she will be cooking tempura and other au
thentic Japanese delicacies for us. They cooked fried pumpkin, shitaake and tempu
ra for us with a traditional Hokkaido miso soup and rice, which Mr. Imazumi said

is a specialty from his hometown.

Post that, Mrs. Imazumi made o—chaa or green tea in the traditional way as well
us taught us how to hold the tea bowl in the traditional manner and drink it. We

were also offered some Japanese jelly to eat along with the tea.

Mrs. Imazumi also, right at the inception of the day had told us that she’ 1l gi
ve us an yukata trial, and just like she promised there was a session of wearing
yukata and photos which was probably our most memorable and favourite part of the

day.

After a bit of discussion and talking regarding India and Japanh relations, we d
ecided to leave. On the way, the Imazumi family was also extremely gracious to ta
ke us to an Anime Merchandise Shop in Shinjuku. Post the shopping, the Imazumi fa

mily dropped us back to our staying place, Orisen, by 6 pm and we bade farewell a
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nd parted ways. Also due to their kindness, Koyel and I were able to take a cab r

ide in Tokyo, which we really wished for but were not sure about it happening.

It was a very interesting day and it helped us get an insight on how a regular
day in Japan is lived by a Japanese family. We also hope to keep in touch with th

e Imazumi family and always be grateful for their immense kindness on that day.
ORMERE
Members: Deepro and Pratya

Ohata family lives in Higashi—Nakano in an apartment. The family consists of Sh

ouko, her husband and a baby boy Kouta who is 2 years old.

We were greeted at the station by Shouko—san with her friends Yurie—san and Sak
ina-san and none other than the small Kouta—kun. Shouko—san, Yurie—san and Sakina
—san were members of the 18th JISC held in Japan. They visited India the succeedi

ng year to meet the friends they made last year.

We went to a supermarket to get groceries. The supermarket was very clean and o
rganized. We bought okonomiyaki flour, bacon and cabbage. It was clear that we we
re cooking okonomiyaki (¥3%F#BEZX). The Ohata residence is not very far from the

supermarket. The house is located on an inclined street.

We were instantly taken aback by the spacious playing room for Kouta—kun which
also had double carpets on the floor. Right when he entered the room, Kouta—kun g

ot playful. But first we had to fill our tummies.

Yurie—san blanched edamame (#2%) to go with the the black coffee. Sakina—san s
tarted preparing the sides: dashimaki tamago (72 L% %8f), salad. And Shouko—san
started preparing the okonomiyaki batter. Deepro and I cooked one okonomiyaki eac
h. Everyone was served hiyashimen (#A<°L1H) to go with the rest of the food. The

food was as homely as it gets and we were full before we even knew it.

Kouta—kun started getting comfortable with us and shared his toys and snacks wi
th us. We headed out to go to Sanukiya, a wagashi (FIEL¥) restaurant located alo

ng the Kanda River. It was a peaceful walk and a pleasant restaurant. We had toko

roten (& ZATA) and anmitsu (HAFHD).

46



We walked back to the residence and took rest as it was really humid and hot ou
tside. Kouta—kun was still very energetic and ran around at the entrance of the h
ouse as we were leaving. We exchanged souvenirs and bid our thanks with FB1HEEIC

720 F L7z (thank you for looking after us).
OBATRE
Members: Rupkatha

I was supposed to visit the Bfffamily on Saturday. The Okumura family has four
members: father, mother and their son Atsushi, daughter Erika. On 17 August, Satu
rday, Mr. Okumura Jun came to the Olympic Center to pick me up at 10 in the morni
ng. After getting introduced to each other, we set off. We spoke in a mixture of

Japanese and English.

He discussed with me the plan for our day. At first we would go to Shibuya, an
d take a look around. Then we would take a train to Jiyugaoka, where the Okumura
family lived. Armed with this much information, I followed him into a taxi. It wa
s my first taxi ride in Japan! While briefly talking about his family, it turned
out that Atsushi-—san and Erika—san were close to me in age. Hence we decided that
I call Mr. Okumura BREA ! BR XA told me that he has got to know how much I
love stationery items and little knick-knacks. So he has decided to take me to To
kyu Hands, Shibuya. Upon entering the huge building, I was thrilled. There was so
much to see! 334X X Ashowed me around the store and said that this happens to be
a popular spot for his foreign friends! After shopping there, we walked through t
he pretty streets around, talking about our life in general and my experiences in
Japan. Turns out he has been to India a few times for his job and is involved in
Indo-Japan activities! We visited 5*H)I|E] (Udagawacho) Spanish Street, and it wa
s a very beautiful nook near the busy Shibuya. We clicked pictures and quickly ch
ecked out a few more stores. Soon we took the train from ¥4 to HHMNE. Next,
we would take a bus to the Okumura residence. There was some time for the bus to
arrive, so we went to a Starbucks in HMH#Z (Setagaya) City near Jiyugaoka stati
on. I love coffee, do I was very excited. I was looking forward to trying the fam
ous Japanese Matcha Latte, but unfortunately that particular outlet didn’t seem t
o have it. Finally I ordered a coffee whose name I do not remember, but it tasted
heavenly. B X Aordered iced coffee, and we continued to talk: about his work,

about my university, life in India and Japan, administrative differences between
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the two countries, educational atmosphere in the university levels of Kolkata and
Tokyo, and much more. We were so immersed in our discussions that when it was tim

e for the bus to arrive, we noticed just at the nick of time.

Something I have noticed in Japan is that they have a lot of free bus services
in specific routes. This was one of those buses. The interior was so beautiful an
d well-kept and the service was so great that it reminded me of a business-class
on an airplane. The road we took on the bus through the streets of Jiyugaoka to t
he Okumura residence was very picturesque, to say the least. It was a slightly hi
11y area with beautiful roads and buildings, big and small houses that were one o
f a kind and trees all over. We got down from the bus and walked for about 2 minu

tes.

The Okumura family lives in a big residential complex. Upon entering, we went
up the elevator, and was finally greeted by 38Ff:Z A, Mrs. Okumura, at the apartm
ent door. She was a very sweet lady. I took off my shoes at the B and put on
the home slippers. 38F: XA was a very amicable. She helped me get comfortable i
n their home and showed me around. Their balcony provided with a breathtaking vie
w of Jiyogaoka, it’s surroundings and Tokyo City. Tokyo Tower, Skytree, Roppongi
Hills were all visible in the distance. After taking some pictures, it was alread
v lunch time. We sat down to a sumptuous meal of Japanese H L —, rice, vegetable
s, salads and tea, lovingly prepared by IBf X A. I got toknow that since they we
re not sure whether I would be non-vegetarian, they prepared a vegetarian meal fo
r me! It was very considerate of them. }3RkX A, informed me that Atsushi-san was
busy with his sports and Erika—san was away in Australia, with a home—stay famil
y. Hence I couldn’t meet them. But I used the opportunity to have a great long di
scussion with 33X Aand BR X A. BREX A talked about all the times they have
lived abroad, their children who were born abroad, and how the kanji—-s of all of
their names were somehow related to each other or to the places they were born. T
his fascinated me a lot. We talked about my mother tongue, the languages I am pro
ficient in, and I showed them how I write my name in Bangla! It was a great discu
ssion over lunch. I wanted to keep talking to them. We talked about their daily 1
ives. We have also spoken about Japanese history, Indian history, and India—Japan
relations. In the afternoon, it was time to leave again. J3FEE Agave me a lot of
snacks, tea and gifts. I gave them some Indian snacks, a note, a few things from

Kolkata and some handmade items as a token of appreciation. I bid Mrs. Okumura go
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odbye. We took a lot of pictures. I gave my best wishes to Atsushi-—san and Erika-
san, and set out. Jiytugaoka is a very picturesque place. We went to Little Venice
in Jiyugaoka. It was a pretty corner in the town that is built to look like Venic
e. It had a European charm and was very beautiful overall. We saw some cute dogs

and cats and clicked a lot of pictures. We visited HBENXNEAAL —Y 7% VA b (Jiy
tgaoka Sweets Forest) too. Soon after, it was time for dinner. We went to a quain
t farmer’s cafe and met one of BR XA s Indian friends. The cafe had a great am
bience, and we had a delicious dinner. It was a very new experience for me. The

day was coming to an end. While heading off to Jiyugaoka station for our return j
ourney, we saw a very colourful festival on the road. People were dressed in cost
umes, carrying flags and instruments, making music and dancing on the roads. It w

as a nice surprise, and an energetic way to end the day!

I had a very nice time with my host family. They were really kind and considera
te people, and ready to welcome me with open arms. It is as though I have my Japa
nese family in Jiyogaoka. I am fortunate to have experienced Japanese family and

hospitality. Hope we can meet again in the future!
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11. [Message to delegates from Kolkata]

JISC is a partnership between students from both Japan and India, offering a
sustained academic program and a forum of exchange to facilitate discussions of t
he most important economic, political, and social issues relevant to these two co
untries. The academic program offered by the organizing committee of the host com
munity comes in various formats each year. Company and institution visits are car
efully organized so that delegates and the host could make the most out from the
whole program. The Indo—Japan society also expects some founded results that can
prove the visit has enliven the minds and understanding of the topic which the de

legates have been working on before and throughout the conference.

Likely, “Education” has been chosen as the main theme of the 23™ Japan-Indi
a Student Conference. Delegates have examined and compared the strength and weakn
ess of respective educational systems, such as the social settings of schools and
universities within each countries, key authorities that develops and maintains d
isciplinary procedures and actions against youth, and of course the Japanese styl
e moral education which president Narendra Modi is also fond of. Table discussion
s has long been arranged so as to meet certain academic criteria, and this missio
n has long been the passion of the students from both countries to apply for this
conference. However, aside what I have explained, there seems to be a reason why

JISC has emerged as the most sustainable annual event at the student level.

Over the years, our philosophy and program has been carefully arranged so as
to align with the purpose and passion of each individual delegates. In the attemp
t to enliven future leaders, the main activity during the conference has been ded
icated to the table meetings as always. However, we the committee members has pro
mised to organize this year’ s conference to help participants explore new perspe
ctives, including a whole range of other networking sessions such as cultural wor
kshops, home—stay, sightseeing, and university visit. With this, participants has
been provided an opportunity to take off for an adventure to explore different pa
rts of Tokyo. We the organizing committee are also students. And students have be
en expected to show dedication and responsibility as representatives of their res
pective countries as this Student Conference may influence the minds and souls of
potential future leaders. Therefore, the 23" Japan-India Student Conference have
worked and gave close attention not to impose what we think is helpful and promis

ing as good teachers of school wouldn’ t.
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This dramatic shift within the in-built mindset of the program would not have
been possible if it wasn’ t for the dedicated and responsible students selected t
hrough our competitive process to attend this conference and win an opportunity t
o explore cultural and social differences. It is only through the active particip
ation of highly qualified delegates. Now it seems fair to say that the hard-worki
ng and courageous effort of the delegates has breakthrough our image of India, an
d with the strength and potential of the Indian Individuals been recognized domes
tically and internationally, Japanese students has many to learn from them. And t
he 23* Japan-India Student Conference organizing committee are very grateful to p
romise that this year’ s participants has done a wonderful job to foster solid re

lationship with the Japan side.

I here then would like to answer to the calls for an international forum of excha
nge by our sponsors. On behalf of The Japan India Student Conference (JISC) organ
izing committee, I am sincerely thankful for the people and sponsorship from many
understanding individuals that this organization has prospered for over 22 years.
Again, I would like to express my sincerest appreciation to those who shared our

philosophy.

In conclusion, we have been seeking a better future by exchanging our opinion
from each viewpoint, and we still believe that we can create strong relations bet
ween the two nations by taking place this conference. In the attempt to strive fo
Tr a continuous improvement to make sure that this future conferences can be held
even better, the 23rd Japan—India Student Conference committee member will be mor

e than pleased to support future delegates who shares our philosophy.
23" Japan—-India Student Conference

President Haruhito Mochizuki
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